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Fort Bliss became the largest
gainer of military personnel
in the recent Base

Realignment and Closure restruc-
turing that will add an estimated
$1.8 Billion to the area’s annual
economy.

An eight-year combined effort
at the Congressional level, aug-
mented by the City of El Paso, the
Chambers of Commerce and
numerous Ft. Bliss and Army offi-
cials, succeeded last May in having
the base designated  as the new
home for 20,000 new troops in four
Brigade Combat Teams, a Field
Artillery Brigade and headquar-
ters for the 1st Armored Divison.

Extra soldiers will arrive as
part of engineer, military police
and other support units. William
Beaumont Army Medical Center
is estimated to increase its staff by
1,000 new positions. 

VA Secretary Jim Nicholson featured
guest at 2005 Veterans Town Hall
Cable Channel 15 will broadcast forum Nov. 5th, 6th

FORT BLISS GROWTH ASSURED

WORKING HARD FOR EL PASO

NEW CONSTRUCTION
at Fort Bliss includes the
$5.5 Million, 13,752-sq.-ft.
31st Combat Support
Hospital Motor Pool on
the main post, scheduled
for completion in early
2006. Congressman Reyes
(inset) is joined by
Commanding General
Robert Lennox, far left,
and others during an
inspection last August of
the $7 Million Security
Forces Squadron Training
Facility at Biggs Army
Airfield.  The 48,350-sq.-ft.
unit will be used to train
the Texas Air National
Guard. Construction has
begun on a $180 Million
project at Biggs Army
Airfield to build new hous-
ing and other facilities.

El Paso Job Corps receives $19.4 Million,
other local organizations awarded funds

The David L. Carrasco Job Corps Center, which opened in
1970 to serve the needs of El Paso’s low-income youth,

received $19.4 Million in new federal funds.
Other organizations receiving funds included: 

* $640,000 to Project Vida from the U. S. Department of Health
and Human Services for health care to low-income, uninsured El
Pasoans.
* $682,421 to the El Paso Fire Department from the Department
of Homeland Security for operations and firefighter safety
initiatives.
* $670,150 to the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development for affordable
housing expenses.
* $383,000 to the U.S.-Mexico Border Health Association from
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services for the
Border Health Best Practices Initiative.

House urges more federal cooperation
in solving murders of Juarez women

The House of Representatives officially urged the State
Department and other federal agencies to support Mexican

authorities in identifying women who were victims of murder in
Cd. Juarez and Chihuahua.

Speaking on the House floor last June, Congressman Reyes
obtained quick passage of an amendment he introduced to the
new Science, State, Justice and Commerce Appropriations bill.
Reyes’ amendment seeks further cooperation between Mexican
and U.S. law enforcement organizations in solving the
abduction and murders in recent years of numerous young
women in the Cd. Juarez/Chihuahua area. 

Increased use of forensic analysis along with continued
consultation through the U.S.-Mexico Interparliamentary Group
are key to “identifying these victims, putting perpetrators behind
bars, and preventing horrific and violent acts against the women
of Juarez and Chihuahua,” Reyes said, noting his amendment
would allow greater assistance for Mexican   authorities. 

CONGRESSMAN REYES, center foreground, joins
Veterans Land Board Chairman Jerry Patterson and other
dignitaries at last August’s dedication of the new 160-bed,
$10 Million Ambrosio Guillen State Veterans Home in
Northeast El Paso.

Congressman Reyes’
Annual Veterans

Town Hall this year
features Jim Nicholson,
Secretary of the
Department of Veterans
Affairs, and will exam-
ine several timely topics,
including
* Mandatory review of Post
Traumatic Stress Syndrome
cases; 
* Individual unemployability; 
* Survivor Benefits Program;

* Upcoming VA budgets.
The Town Hall will

air at 8 p.m. on Cable
Channel 15 on Nov. 5th

and 6th.
Joining Congressman

Reyes at his town hall
will be local and
regional VA officials

and veteran advocates, who will
also discuss service organization
activities, case backlogs, staffing
and expansion of the El Paso
VA facility.

VA Secretary
Jim Nicholson

 



2005 Academy Nominees Announced
El Paso high schools field 22 best and brightest

New Grants...
THE OFFICE OF FOSSIL ENERGY at the

U.S. Department of Energy awarded two grants
worth $200,000 last April to UTEP through the
Historically Black Colleges and Universities and
Other Minority Institutions Program. Both grants
will foster research and development in fossil ener-
gy and increase opportunities for students in sci-
ence, engineering and technical management.

THE INSTITUTE OF MUSEUM and Library
Services announced a $5,000 award to the Tigua
tribe last June through the Institute’s Native
American Library Services program. The grant is
designed to assist library operations and maintain
core library services.

THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
awarded R.E. Thomason General Hospital $75,000
last August for the Rio Grande Save Communities
Coalition. The funding continues the Coalition
drug awareness programs.

THE SUBSTANCE ABUSE and Mental
Health Services at the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services awarded $500,000 to
Aliviane, Inc. of El Paso for the Nurturing Healthy
Families Program. This program helps pregnant
women and mothers obtain substance abuse treat-
ment and mental health services.

THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING
and Urban Development awarded three grants
totaling $115,000 to Project Bravo through the
Federal Housing Counseling Program, which will
help provide counseling services on the colonias,
homelessness, buying or renting a home, and
predatory lending.
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SERVICE ACADEMY nominees, representing 11 area high schools, were
announced last February in El Paso where 22 of the community best and
brightest and their parents were honored at a reception. 

UTEP funded for variety of projects, programs
The U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services awarded $926,689 to
UTEP last July for the following proj-
ects and programs:
* $474,144 for Undergraduate Bio
medical Research Training.
* $218,349 for the U.S.-Mexico
Interdisciplinary Research Training.

* $209,293 for the Border Bridges to
the Baccalaureate Program, a joint
UTEP El Paso Community College
effort to increase the number of minor-
ity students who pursue biomedical
research.
* $24,903 for Advanced Education
Nursing Traineeships.

Once again, El Paso fielded an
outstanding group of future
attendees to the military and

merchant marine academies.
The 22 nominees were announced at
a reception for them and their par-
ents last February, including:

West Point
Demetrius Handy, Lon McBride,
Alexandria Melendez, John Moffett,
Michael Naylor, Christian Ortiz,
Dominic Rossi, Kiedrick Roy,

Derek Voight

Naval Academy
Aaron Aragon, Adrian Barrios,
Miguel Garcia, Christopher Laird,
Michael Nations, Jose Robaina,
Christopher Schoenicke

Air Force Academy
Michelle Mangold, Richard
Novotny Ramior Rios, Benjamin
Rodriguez, Timothy Sansone, James
Foran

Important Reminder About 2006 Academy Nominations!
If you are a high school senior interested in attending a U.S. military or
Merchant Marine academy, you must apply for a Congressional nomination.
You can do this online at our academy website, www.usserviceacademy.org,
or contact my district office for more information.

VISIT MY WEBSITE: WWW.HOUSE.GOV/REYES

WATCH CONGRESS ON THE BORDER, CH. 15, WEDNESDAY AT 6:30 P.M.

EL PASO SCHOOL NURSES Sally Serna,
Sondra Skory (partially hidden), Aida
Salazar, and Michele Fernandez meet with
Congressman Reyes in Washington, DC to
discuss improved health care for El Paso
schoolchildren.

VETERANS ONE-STOP shop advisor Ron Holmes,
second from right, in September helps veterans with
benefits claims and other VA issues. Holmes also
chairs Congressman Reyes’ Veterans Citizen
Advisory Panel. Shop hours are from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., at Suite 417, 8888 Dyer. 


